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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2838 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SY, UR 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF SYRO-SOVIET AGREEMENT ON MILITARY ITEMS 
IN MOSCOW 

REF: (A) USDAO IR 6 891 0184 77/031 158MAY 77, (B) USDAO 
IR 6 891 0179 77/02 14 13Z MAY 77 

1 . WE HAVE REVIEWED REPORTS OF SYRO-SOVIET TALKS IN 
MOSCOW WITH SOURCES WHO SUPPLIED INFORMATION REPORTED BY 
DATT IN REFTELS. BRITISH EMBOFF APRIL 30 APPRAISED US OF 
HIS TALKS WITH ROMANIAN COUNTERPART ON OUTCOME OF ASAD 
VISIT. ACCORDING TO ROMANIAN, SOVIETS SUPPLIED DAMASCUS 
WITH IMMEDIATE GIFT OR SOFT LOAN OF 65 MILLION RUBLES AND 
PLEDGED SOFT LOAN OF ONE BILLION RUBLES OVER FIVE-YEAR PERIOD. 
CONCERNING MILITARY ITEMS, SOVIETS AGREED TO REOPEN (CLOGGED) 

SPARE PARTS PIPELINE TO SYRIA AND ALSO AGREED TO TRAIN 
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PALESTINIANS IN FORWARD ARTILLERY OBSERVATION. MORE 
SIGNIFICANTLY, ROMANIAN CLAIMED THAT SOVIETS PROMISED 
TO SUPPLY SYRIA WITH ADVANCED WEAXONS INCLUDING MIG-25 
AIRCRAFT, TO BE FLOWN BY SYRIAN PILOTS WHO WOULD RECEIVE 
THEIR TRAINING IN USSR. NUMBER OF SOVIET MILITARY PERSONNEL 
STATIONED IN SYRIA WOULD INCREASE; BRIT COMMENTED THAT 
ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL WOULD PRESUMABLY BE NEEDED TO 
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MAINTAIN AIRCRAFT. 

2. WE HAVE RECEIVED FIRST REPORT SOURCE THAT MAIOR ITEMS 

OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT HAVE RECENTLY ARRIVED IN SYRIA FROM USSR. 
WEST EUROPEAN EMBOFF MET WITH ROMANIAN EMBASSY CONTACT AND 
PASSED US SUBSTANCE OF LATTER'S REMARKS. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, 
ROMANIAN WAS IN TARTUS MAY 2 AND COUNTED SICTY T-62 TANKS 
IN PORT AND ON ROAD FROM PORT. HE ALSO SAW "LARGE LORRIES" 
CARRYING COVERED ITEMS HE ASSUMED WERE "JET AIRCRAFT BODIES." 
ROMANIAN CLAIMED THREE ROMANIAN SHIPS WHICH HAD DOCKED AT 
PORT WERE MOVED OUT FOR TWO DAYS TO FACILITATE IMMEDIATE 
UNLOADING OF SOVIET VESSELS WHEN THEY REACHED SYRIA. 

3. COMMENT: ROMANIANS ARE CURRENTLY MOST ACTIVE DISSEMINATORS 
OF INFORMATION ABOUT SYRO-SOVIET MILITARY WEAPONS AGREEMENTS 
AND ARRIVALS IN SYRIA. BRIT EMBOFF MENTIONED PARA ONE 
CAUTIONED HOWEVER, THAT ROMANIANS ARE OFTEN USED BY SOVIETS 
TO LEAK INFORMATION SOVIETS WISH TO SEE SPREAD ABOUT. HOWEVER. 
IN THIS CASE THEY ARE BEING ABETED BY SYRIANS WHO WENT OUT 

OF THEIR WAY TO INITIATE WITH DATT (REF B) REQUEST FOR 
EVALUATION OF MIG-25 FIGHTER AIRCRAFT PERFORMANCE. 

4. PROMPT ARRIVAL OF SOME MATERIEL MAY INDICATE SOVIET 
EFFORT TO IMPACT ON SYRIAN LEADERSHIP PRIOR TO ASAD- 
CARTER MEETING IN GENEVA. POSSIBLE SOVIET DECISION 

TO SUPPLY SYRIA WITH MIG-25 FIGHTERS WOULD MARK MAJOR SHIFT 
IN SOVIET POLICY - IF OUR UNDERSTANDING CORRECT THESE 
AIRCRAFT STILL NOT AVAILABLE TO MOSCOW'S EAST EUROPEAN ALLIES. 
WHILE WE CANNOT YET VERIFY THESE REPORTS. SOVIETS AND 
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SYRIANS BOTH SEEM TO BE GETTING SIGNAL OUT, WITH US 
PERHAPS AS SPECIAL TARGET, THAT SYRIAN MILITARY OPTION HAS 
BEEN STRENGTHENED AND ALSO THAT SOVIETS MUST BE TAKEN 
MORE SERIOUSLY INTO ACCOUNT IN SETTLEMENT AS PEACE 
PROCESS BEGINS TO REGAIN MOMENTUM. 

5. THIS MESSAGE COORDINATED WITH DATT. 

MURPHY 
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